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(54) OFDM receiving device and method for beam forming with uneven beam width based on 
channel properties 



(57) An OFDM receiving device for adjusting a 
beam formation azimuth through a plurality of antennas 
(510,550): includes a receiving signal generating unit 
(1 00) for decoding and restoring OFDM signals from the 
antennas (51 0,550), a beam coefficient calculating unit 
(200) for calculating channel property information inclu- 
sive of a signal to noise rate and calculating a beam co- 
efficient for forming abeam in a configuration optimizing 
reception sensitivity from the channel property informa- 
tion, and a receiving beam processing unit (300) for con- 
trolling the corresponding antenna (510,550) to form a 
beam in a configuration corresponding to the beam co- 
efficient from the beam coefficient calculating unit. 
When the device is to also operate in a transmission 
mode, a transmitting signal generating unit (600) for 
modulating a transmission -intended signal into a trans- 
mitting signal, and a transmission beam processing unit 
(700) for controlling the antenna according to the beam 
coefficient from the beam coefficient calculating unit are 
also provided. As a result, a beam configuration of the 
antenna can be flexibly changed by calculating the 
beam coefficient from the detected signal during the de- 
coding of a receiving signal, thereby improving accuracy 
of the receiving signal. In addition, when a signal is 
transmitted by the beam formed by the beam coefficient 
calculated from the receiving signal, a direction of a re- 
ceiving unit receiving the transmission-intended signal 
is considered to improve accuracy of the transmitting 



signal. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to an OFDM re- 
ceiving device, a communication device using the same, 
and a method thereof, and in particular to an improved 5 
OFDM receiving device for adjusting a beam formation 
azimuth through a plurality of antennas, a communica- 
tion device using the same, and a method thereof. 
[0002] An orthogonal frequency division multiplexing 
(OFDM) signal is obtained by transforming serially-in- 10 
putted data into parallel data according to a time axis, 
and Fourier-transforming the resultant data. 
[0003] The OFDM signal is used for a new digital 
broadcasting system such as a digital audio broadcast- 
ing (DAB) system and a digital video broadcasting *5 
(DVB) system replacing a general analog broadcasting 
medium such as a radio and TV. 
[0004] in general, in the OFDM communication, sig- 
nals are Iransmi tied/received by using OFDM modula- 
tion and space time block coding and decoding (Codec). 20 
A plurality of antennas is provided in OFDM transmis- 
sion/reception terminals to transmit/receive the modu- 
lated signals. 

[0005] Here the space time block coding codes trans- 
mission-intended signals into a specific signal configu- 25 
ration before the Fourier transformation, so that the sig- 
nals can be simultaneously transmitted in parallel 
through the plurality of antennas. 
[0006] An OFDM communication device using the 
space time block Codec performs the OFDM communi- 30 
cation through predetermined transmission channel 
patterns of the respective antennas. In addition, the plu- 
rality of antennas form beams having different azimuth 
and identical magnitude and width, respectively. There- 
fore, the beams of the antennas are crossed to extend 35 
a reception range region on the space, so that an occu- 
pied region of the space can be increased by beam for- 
mation regions of the antennas, namely a non-occupied 
region of the space can be minimized. 
[0007] Accordingly, the general OFDM communica- *o 
tion device has a disadvantage in that it cannot precisely 
receive a signal outside the reception region decided by 
the beam formation regions of the antennas, namely the 
coverage region. 

[0008] In addition, in the actual receiving environ- 45 
ment, the receiving signal may be distorted from an orig- 
inal signal due to variations of the transmission channel 
on the air. 

[0009] When the plurality of beams are homogene- 
ously formed without considering distortion of the re- so 
ceiving signal, such as a signal to noise rate and a bit 
to error rate, many communication devices are required 
including antennas, resulting in increased power con- 
sumption. 

[0010] It is an aim of the present invention to provide 55 
an OFDM receiving device which can adjust a beam 
configuration of antennas in a direction of high reception 
sensitivity, by judging a transmission channel property 



from a receiving signal. 

[0011] Another aim of the present invention is to pro- 
vide an OFDM communication device which can form a 
beam corresponding to a beam configuration of low dis- 
tortion rate by judging distortion of a receiving signal, 
and which can transmit a signal through the beam con- 
figuration, and a method using the same. 
[001 2] According to a first aspect of the present inven- 
tion there is provided an OFDM receiving device for 
forming a beam with uneven width according to a chan- 
nel property, including: a receiving signal generating unit 
for decoding and restoring OFDM signals from a plural- 
ity of antennas; a beam coefficient calculating unit for 
calculating channel property information inclusive of a 
signal to noise rate from the signal from the receiving 
signal generating unit, and calculating a beam coeffi- 
cient for antenna for forming a beam in a configuration 
optimizing reception sensitivity from the channel prop- 
erty information; and a receiving beam processing unit 
for outputting the signals from the antennas to the re- 
ceiving signal generating unit, and controlling the corre- 
sponding antenna to form a beam in a configuration cor- 
responding to the beam coefficient from the beam coef- 
ficient calculating unit. 

[0013] Preferably, the receiving signal generating unit 
is coupleable to a host for processing the decoded sig- 
nals. 

[0014] Preferably the receiving signal generating unit 
comprises: a high frequency amplifying unit for high-fre- 
quency amplifying the signals outputted from the receiv- 
ing beam processing unit and received through the an- 
tennas; a low frequency amplifying unit for detecting 
original signals from the high-frequency amplified sig- 
nals, and low-frequency amplifying the detected signals; 
an analog-digital converting unit for converting the low- 
frequency amplified analog signals into digital signals; 
and a receiving signal selecting unit for selecting a sig- 
nal having high reception sensitivity to the original sig- 
nals from the digital signals, and outputting the selected 
signal to the host. 

[0015] Preferably the signal to noise rate is obtained 
by calculating an original signal to noise rate of the re- 
spective receiving signals in regard to the low-frequency 
amplified signal from the low frequency amplifying unit. 
[0016] Preferably the channel property information 
comprises bit to error rates of the respective signals 
showing an error bit number of the whole bit number of 
the digital signals from the analog-digital converting 
unit. 

[0017] Preferably the channel property information 
further comprises beam load information of the respec- 
tive antennas showing an amount of the received infor- 
mation of the beams formed on the antennas through 
the decoded signals of the receiving signals. 
[0018] Preferably the channel property information 
further comprises receiving power values of the respec- 
tive receiving signals calculated by measuring the pow- 
er of the signals from the high frequency amplifying unit 
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through their amplitudes. 
[0019] Preferably, the beam coefficient calculating 
unit comprises: a receiving power measuring unit for 
measuring a receiving power corresponding to ampli- 
tudes of the signals from the high frequency amplifying s 
unit; a beam load measuring unit for measuring signal 
reception density according to reception of the antennas 
through the decoded signals of the receiving signals 
from the receiving signal generating unit; a receiving dis- 
tortion calculating unit for calculating a distortion noise to 
rate from the signals from the low frequency amplifying 
unit, and a distortion signal rate from the bit signals from 
the analog-digital converting unit; an optimal beam de- 
tecting unit for detecting an optimal beam parameter for 
receiving the signal from the receiving power values, 
beam load information and receiving distortion values; 
and a receiving beam coefficient setup unit for calculat- 
ing a beam coefficient for forming the beam correspond- 
ing to the optimal beam parameter on the antenna. 
[0020] Preferably, the receiving distortion calculating 
unit comprises: a signal to noise rate calculating unit for 
calculating a signal to noise rate accompanying the sig- 
nal power from the amplitudes of the low-frequency am- 
plified signals from the low frequency amplifying unit; 
and a bit to error rate calculating unit for detecting an 
error bit number from the whole bit number of the digital 
signals from the analog-digital converting unit, and cal- 
culating a bit to error rate for the whole bit number. 
[0021] Preferably, the receiving beam coefficient set- 
up unit comprises: a beam coefficient selecting unit for 
calculating a beam coefficient corresponding to the op- 
timal beam parameter from the optimal beam detecting 
unit to form a beam corresponding to the optimal beam 
parameter; and a coefficient switching unit for switching 
the beam coefficient to the receiving beam processing 
unit according to a switching control signal. 
[0022] Preferably, the receiving beam coefficient set- 
up unit furthercomprises a lookup table for storing beam 
coefficient information for forming a width of the beam 
corresponding to the optimal beam parameter. 
[0023] Preferably, the receiving beam coefficient set- 
up unit further comprises a selected beam coefficient 
storing unit for storing the beam coefficient selected by 
the beam coefficient selecting unit. 
[0024] According to a second aspect of the present 
invention there is provided an OFDM communication 
device for forming a beam with uneven width according 
to a channel property, comprising: a receiving signal 
generating unit for decoding and restoring OFDM sig- 
nals from a plurality of antennas; a beam coefficient cal- 
culating unit for calculating channel property information 
inclusive of a signal to noise rate from the signal from 
the receiving signal generating unit, and calculating a 
beam coefficient for antenna for forming a beam in a 
configuration optimizing reception sensitivity from the 
channel property information; a receiving beam 
processing unit for outputting the signals from the an- 
tennas to the receiving signal generating unit, and con- 



trolling the corresponding antenna to form a beam in a 
configuration corresponding to the beam coefficient 
from the beam coefficient calculating unit; a transmitting 
signal generating unit for modulating a transmission- 
presumed signal into a transmitting signal; and a trans- 
mission beam processing unit for controlling the anten- 
na according to the beam coefficient from the beam co- 
efficient calculating unit in order to transmit the transmit- 
ting signal through the antenna. 
[0025] The OFDM communication device preferably 
further comprises: a beam coefficient control unit for 
controlling the beam coefficient from the beam coeffi- 
cient calculating unit unitor the transmitting beam 
processing unit, the receiving signal generating unit and 
the transmitting signal generating unit being coupleable 
to a host for processing an external decoded signal or 
transmitting the transmission-intended signal. 
[0026] Preferably the device further comprises a sig- 
nal switching unit for switching a signal to the receiving 
beam processing unit according to a signal switching 
signal from the host when the signal is inputted through 
the antenna, and for switching the transmission-intend- 
ed signal to the antenna according to the signal switch- 
ing signal from the host when the signal is outputted to 
the antenna. 

[0027] According to a third aspect of the present in- 
vention there is provided an OFDM communication 
method for forming a beam with uneven width according 
to a channel property, comprising the steps of: judging 
whether signals are received from each of a plurality of 
antenna; calculating channel property information from 
the receiving signals, and calculating a beam coefficient 
corresponding to an antenna beam configuration for im- 
proving communication performance from the channel 
property information, when the signals are received 
from the antennas; and adjusting a beam formation az- 
imuth of the antennas to form a beam corresponding to 
the calculated beam coefficient. 
[0028] Preferably the channel property comprises at 
least one of the signal to noise rates, bit to error rates 
beam load information and receiving power values of 
the respective receiving signals. 
[0029] Preferably the beam coefficient calculating 
step comprises the steps of: measuring a receiving pow- 
er from a high-frequency amplified signal of the receiv- 
ing signal, calculating a signal to noise rate from a low- 
frequency amplified signal thereof, and calculating a bit 
to error rate accompanying the whole bit number of a 
digital signal; detecting an optimal beam parameter of 
the signal having the high receiving power, low signal to 
noise rate, and low bit to error rate from the calculated 
receiving power, signal to noise rate and bit to error rate; 
and calculating a beam coefficient corresponding to the 
optimal beam parameter. 

[0030] Advantageously, the beam configuration of the 
antenna can be flexibly changed by calculating the 
beam coefficient from the detected signal during the de- 
coding of the receiving signal, thereby improving accu- 
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racy of the receiving signal. 
[0031] For a better understanding of the invention, 
and to show how embodiments of the same may be car- 
ried into effect, reference will now be made, by way of 
example, to the accompanying diagrammatic drawings 
in which: 

Figure 1 is a block diagram illustrating an OFDM 
receiving device in accordance with the present in- 
vention; 

Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating a receiving 
signal generating unit in Figure 1 ; 

Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating a beam co- 
efficient calculating unit in Figure 1 ; 

Figure 4 is a block diagram Illustrating a receiving 
distortion calculating unit in Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a block diagram illustrating a beam co- 
efficient setup unit in Figure 4; 

Figure 6 is a block diagram illustrating a communi- 
cation device using the OFDM receiving device in 
accordance with the present invention; 

Figure 7 is a block diagram illustrating a transmitting 
signal generating unit in Figure 6; 

Figure 8 is a flowchart showing an OFDM commu- 
nication method in accordance with the present in- 
vention; and 

Figure 9 is a flowchart showing a beam coefficient 
calculating process in Figure 8. 

[0032] An OFDM receiving device forforming a beam 
with uneven width according to a channel property, a 
communication device using the same and a method 
thereof will now be described with reference to the ac- 
companying drawings. 

[0033] Figure 1 is a block diagram illustrating the 
OFDM receiving device in accordance with a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[0034] Referring to Figure 1 , the OFDM receiving de- 
vice includes a receiving signal generating unit 100, a 
beam coefficient calculating unit 200, a receiving beam 
processing unit 300 and a plurality of antennas 510, 550. 
Reference numeral 10 denotes a host. 
[0035] The host 1 0 is connected to the receiving sig- 
nal generating unit 100, for processing the signal from 
the OFDM receiving device through a display device 
(not shown) or an audio device (not shown). Exemplary 
hosts include a digital TV, a digital audio receiver and a 
digital frequency modulation receiver. 
[0036] Here, the OFDM receiving device may be ap- 
plied to the host 10 in a built-in or armored type. 



[0037] Preferably, the plurality of antennas 510, 550 
are aligned separately from one another in order to pre- 
vent interference. 

[0038] The receiving signal generating unit 100 de- 

5 codes the receiving signal into a readable data of the 
host 1 0. Here, the host 1 0 measures load information of 
a beam corresponding to density of the receiving signal 
through the readable data, and outputs the load infor- 
mation to the beam coefficient calculating unit 200. In 

io addition, the receiving signal generating unit 100 pro- 
vides information for calculating a beam coefficient to 
the beam coefficient calculating unit 200 among the in- 
formation generated during the decoding process. 
[0039] The beam coefficient calculating unit 200 cal- 

15 culates a beam coefficient F corresponding to beam 
configurations 530, 570 to be formed on the antennas 
51 0, 550 according to the Information from the receiving 
signal generating unit 100. At this time, the beam coef- 
ficient F implies a value corresponding to the different 

20 beam formation regions 530, 570 of the antennas 51 0, 
550. That is, the beam coefficient F implies antenna con- 
trol information deciding the preferred beam configura- 
tions 530, 570 of the antennas 510, 550, namely a 
range, magnitude and width of the beam. 

25 [0040] The receiving beam processing unit 300 con- 
trols the antennas 510, 550 to maintain the beam con- 
figurations 530, 570 according to the beam coefficient 
F from the beam coefficient calculating unit 200. In ad- 
dition, the receiving beam processing unit 300 outputs 

30 signals received through the antennas 510, 550 to the 
receiving signal generating unit 100 according to the 
beam configurations 530, 570 of the antennas 51 0, 550. 
[0041] Preferably, control signals applied to the an- 
tennas 51 0, 550 forforming the preferred beam conf ig- 

35 urations do not interrupt external received signals of the 
antennas 510, 550. In addition, the control signals cor- 
responding respectively to the various beam configura- 
tions of the antennas 510, 550 can be experimentally 
obtained considering the antennas 510, 550. 

40 [0042] Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating the re- 
ceiving signal generating unit 1 00 in Figure 1 . As shown 
therein, the receiving signal generating unit 100 in- 
cludes a receiving signal decoding unit 110, an analog- 
digital converting unit 130, a low frequency amplifying 

45 unit 150 and a high frequency amplifying unit 1 70. 
[0043] The receiving beam processing unit 300 out- 
puts the input signals from the antennas 51 0, 550 to the 
receiving signal generating unit 1 00 without transforma- 
tion. 

so [0044] The signals S1 , S2 output from the receiving 
beam processing unit 300 denote the signals received 
from the air through the respective antennas 510, 550. 
[0045] The high frequency amplifying unit 170 high- 
frequency amplifies the signals S1 , S2 from the receiv- 

55 ing beam processing unit 300, and outputs the amplified 
signals a, b to the low frequency amplifying unit 1 50 and 
the beam coefficient calculating unit 200. 
[0046] The low frequency amplifying unit 150 detects 
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low frequency signals from the high-frequency amplified 
signals a, b through filtering, and low-frequency ampli- 
fies the detected signals. Thereafter, the low frequency 
amplifying unit 1 50 outputs the amplified signals c, d to 
the analog-digital converting unit 1 30 and the beam co- s 
efficient calculating unit 200. 

[0047] The analog-digital converting unit 130 con- 
verts the low-frequency amplified analog signals c, d in- 
to digital signals, and outputs the resultant digital signals 
e, f to the receiving signal decoding unit 110 and the 
beam coefficient calculating unit 200. 
[0048] The receiving signal decoding unit 110 de- 
codes the digital signals e. f, selects an efficient signal 
from the signals S1 , S2 corresponding to the original sig- 
nals according to the decoding result, and outputs the 
selected signal S to the host 10. 
[0049] The host 10 processes the input signal S 
through a display device (not shown) or an audio device 
(not shown). In addition, the host 10 obtains the load 
information of the beam of the antenna from the input 
signal S, and outputs the load information to the beam 
coefficient calculating unit 200. 

[0050] As described above, the signals a, b, c, d, e, f 
from the respective blocks of the receiving signal gen- 
erating unit 100 are used to calculate the beam coeffi- 
cient for receiving the signal in the beam coefficient cal- 
culating unit 200. Here, the beam coefficient calculating 
unit 200 may calculate the beam coefficient by using at 
least one signal selected respectively from the high-fre- 
quency amplified signals a, b, the low-frequency ampli- 
fied signals c, d and the digital signals e, f. 
[0051] Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating the 
beam coefficient calculating unit 200 in Figure 1 . As 
shown therein, the beam coefficient calculating unit 200 
includes a receiving power measuring unit 210, a beam 
load measuring unit 230, a receiving distortion calculat- 
ing unit 250, an optimal beam detecting unit 270 and a 
receiving beam coefficient setup unit 290. 
[0052] The receiving power measuring unit 210 
measures a receiving power corresponding to ampli- 
tudes of the input signals a, b from the high frequency 
amplifying unit 170, and outputs the measured values 
a1 , b1 to the optimal beam detecting unit 270. 
[0053] The beam load measuring unit 230 measures 
beam load information corresponding to density of the 
input signals g, h from the host 10 according to the 
beams 530, 570 of the antennas 510, 550, and outputs 
the measured values g1 , hi to the optimal beam detect- 
ing unit 270. 

[0054] The receiving distortion calculating unit 250 re- 
ceives the signals c, d from the low frequency amplifying 
unit 150 or the signals e, f from the analog-digital con- 
verting unit 1 30, calculates distortion rates from the orig- 
inal signals, and outputs the calculated values c1 , d1 , 
e1 , f 1 to the optimal beam detecting unit 270. 
[0055] Figure 4 is a block diagram illustrating the re- 
ceiving distortion calculating unit 250 in Figure 3. Refer- 
ring to Figure 4, the receiving distortion calculating unit 
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250 includes a signal to noise rate<SNR) calculating unit 
253 and a bit to error rate (BER) calculating unit 255. 
[0056] The SNR calculating unit 253 detects a noise 
power accompanying the signal power from the ampli- 
tudes of the signals c, d from the low frequency ampli- 
fying unit 150, and calculates S/N values d , d1 from the 
noise power. 

[0057] The BER calculating unit 255 detects an error 
bit number from the whole bit number of the signals e, f 
from the analog-digital converting unit 130, and calcu- 
lates BER values e1 , f1 of the signals e, f. Here, the bit 
values may be calculated by receiving the BER values 
from the receiving signal decoding unit 110. In addition, 
the BER may be obtained from a resultant value for in- 
serting a pilot symbol of a predetermined shape to find 
out channel infcrmation of a receiving signal in a frame 
of the OFDM signal, and presuming a channel state 
such as attenuation or phase delay. 
[0058] The optimal beam detecting unit 270 calcu- 
lates an optimal beam formation parameter E for receiv- 
ing a signal having a high receiving power value, small 
receiving distortion value and small beam load value 
through the signals a1 1 b1 , a2, b2 : c1 , d1 , e1 , f 1 from 
the receiving power measuring unit 210, the beam load 
measuring unit 230 and the receiving distortion calcu- 
lating unit 250, and outputs the optimal beam formation 
parameter E to the receiving beam coefficient setup unit 
290. 

[0059] The receiving beam coefficient setup unit 290 
calculates the beam coefficient F which is an antenna 
driving control value for forming a beam configuration 
corresponding to the optimal beam formation parameter 
E on the antennas 510. 550. 

[0060] Figure 5 is a block diagram illustrating the re- 
ceiving beam coefficient setup unit 290 in Figure 4. As 
shown therein, the receiving beam coefficient setup unit 
290 includes a beam coefficient selecting unit 291 , a 
lookup table 293, a selected beam coefficient storing 
unit 295 and a coefficient switching unit 297. 
[0061] The beam coefficient selecting unit 291 calcu- 
lates the beam coefficient F which is an antenna driving 
control value for forming on the antennas a beam cor- 
responding to the optimal beam formation parameter E 
from the optimal beam detecting unit 270. 
[0062] Preferably the beam coefficient F correspond- 
ing to the optimal beam parameter E detected in the op- 
timal beam detecting unit 270 is selected through the 
lookup table 293 storing the corresponding information. 
[0063] The beam coefficient calculating unit 290 in- 
cludes the selected beam coefficient storing unit 295 for 
storing the beam coefficient F corresponding to the op- 
timal beam parameter E calculated in the beam coeffi- 
cient selecting unit 291 . The beam coefficient F stored 
in the beam coefficient storing unit 295 is employed to 
form the beam on the antennas 510, 550 at a predeter- 
mined interval of time, or to calculate beam formation 
data information of the receiving signals S1 , S2. 
[0064] The coefficient switching unit 297 outputs the 
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beam coefficient F calculated in the beam coefficient se- 
lecting unit 291 to the receiving beam processing unit 
300. 

[0065] In addition, the OFDM communication device 
in accordance with the present invention will now be de- 
scribed with reference to Figure 6. The identical units 
are provided with the same reference numerals. There- 
fore, constitutional units of a transmission mode after 
calculating the beam coefficient F of the receiving signal 
will now be explained. As depicted in Figure 6, the 
OFDM communication device includes a receiving sig- 
nal generating unit 1 00, beam coefficient calculating unit 
200, receiving beam processing unit 300, beam coeffi- 
cient control unit 400, a plurality of antennas 510, 550, 
signal switching unit 500, transmitting signal generating 
unit 600 and transmitting beam processing unit 700. 
[0066] Reference numeral 20 denotes a host. The 
host 20 is a digital communication device for providing 
a digital multimedia service through OFDM signals. Ex- 
emplary hosts include a digital image communication 
device, a digital audio broadcasting device and a digital 
frequency modulation communication device. In addi- 
tion, the host 20 controls switching of the OFDM signal 
by judging transmission/reception of the signal, and out- 
puts a transmission-intended signal T to the transmitting 
signal generating unit 600. The host 20 outputs the load 
information of the beam to the beam coefficient calcu- 
lating unit 200 through a decoded signal of the signal 
from the receiving signal generating unit 100. 
[0067] The transmitting signal generating unit 600 
codes and modulates the signal T from the host 20 into 
the OFDM signal, and outputs the resultant signal to the 
transmitting beam processing unit 700. 
[0068] Figure 7 is a block diagram illustrating the 
transmitting signal generating unit 600 in Figure 6. Re- 
ferring to Figure 7, the transmitting signal generating 
unit 600 includes a multiple generating unit 610, a dig- 
ital-analog converting unit 630 and a modulating unit 
670. 

[0069] The multiple generating unit 610 converts the 
signal T from the host 20 into a plurality of identical sig- 
nals, and outputs the resultant signals to the digital-an- 
alog converting unit 630. In this embodiment, the multi- 
ple generating unit 610 generates two identical output 
signals per one input signal. 

[0070] The digital-analog converting unit 630 con- 
verts the two input signals into analog signals, and out- 
puts the resultant signals to an oscillating unit 650. 
[0071] The modulating unit 670 outputs synthetic sig- 
nals of the signals from the digital -analog converting unit 
630 and a carrier, namely modulated waves T1 , T2 to 
the transmitting beam processing unit 700. 
[0072] The beam coefficient control unit 400 outputs 
to the receiving beam processing unit 300 the beam co- 
efficient F calculated in the beam coefficient calculating 
unit 200 for forming the receiving beam through the an- 
tennas 51 0, 550 in the reception mode. In addition, the 
beam coefficient control unit 400 outputs to the trans- 



mitting beam processing unit 700 the beam coefficient 
F calculated in the beam coefficient calculating unit 200 
in the reception mode for transmitting the transmission- 
intended signal. 

5 [0073] In order to transmit the inputted modulated 
waves T1 , T2, the transmitting beam processing unit 
700 controls the antennas 51 0, 550 to correspond to the 
beam according to the beam coefficient F from the co- 
efficient control unit 400. 

10 [0074] The host 20 outputs the calculated antenna 
driving control signal to the antennas 510, 550 through 
connection lines. The beams 530, 570 corresponding to 
the output values are formed on the antennas 51 0, 550. 
The signals T1 , T2 are transmitted to the air through the 

is beams 530, 570. 

[0075] Figure 8 is a flowchart showing the OFDM 
communication method in accordance with the present 
invention. As shown therein, the receiving beam 
processing unit 300 judges whether the signals S1 , S2 

20 are received from the respective antennas 510, 550 
(S100). 

[0076] As the judgment result, when the signals S1 , 
S2 are received from the antennas 510, 550, the beam 
coefficient F for a beam direction for optimizing the re- 
25 ceiving signal is calculated from the respective signals 
S1.S2 (S300). 

[0077] The beam formation vaiue for driving the an- 
tenna corresponding to the calculated beam coefficient 
F is calculated and outputted to the corresponding an- 
30 tenna (S500). 

[0078] The OFDM signal is received/transmitted by 
the beams 530, 570 formed on the antenna according 
to the beam formation value for driving the antenna 
(S700). 

35 [0079] Figure 9 is a flowchart showing the beam co- 
efficient calculating process (S300) in Figure 8. Firstly, 
the beam coefficient calculating process ^S300) judges 
whether the signals a, b amplified in the high frequency 
amplifying unit 150 are inputted {S310). 

40 [0080] When the high frequency signals a, b are in- 
putted in S310, the receiving power values a1 , b1 are 
measured from the amplitudes of the high frequency sig- 
nals a, b (S315). Here, the resultant values may also be 
used to calculate the optimal beam parameter E accord- 

45 ing to the beam load information g, h inputted to the host 
20, and set up In the respective antennas 510, 550. 
[0081] On the other hand, when the high frequency 
signals a, b are not received in S31 0, it is judged whether 
the low frequency signals c, d are inputted (S330). As 

so the judgment result, when the low frequency signals c, 
d are respectively inputted, the SNRs d , d1 accompa- 
nying the signal power are calculated from the ampli- 
tudes of the low frequency signals c, d (S335). 
[0082] When the low frequency signals c, d are not 

55 inputted in S330, it is judged whether the digital signals 
e, f are inputted (S350). When the digital signals e, f are 
inputted in S350, the BERs e1 , f 1 accompanying the 
whole bit number of the bit signals e t f are calculated 
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(S355). 

[0083] In S350, when the digital signals e, f are not 
inputted to the beam coefficient calculating unit 200, the 
beam coefficient calculating process is finished. 
[0084] As described above, the optimal beam param- 
eter E corresponding to the optimal receiving state is 
calculated by combining the receiving power a1 , b1 , 
beam load information g1 , hi , SNRs ci , d1 and BERs 
e1 , f 1 (S370). Here, the optimal beam parameter E may 
be calculated by using at least one information selected 
respectively from the information a1.b1.a2, b2, d , d1 , 
e1 f1. 

[0085] The beam coefficient F which is a driving con- 
trol value of the antennas 510, 550 is calculated from 
the optimal beam parameter E (S390). Preferably, the 
beam coefficient F is stored (S410). The stored beam 
coefficient F may be used to form the beam having a 
time difference from the signal received through the an- 
tennas 510, 550, or to calculate statistical data of the 
antennas 510, 550 in the beam formation. 
[0086] In the case that the OFDM communication is 
performed according to the above-described communi- 
cation method, it is possible to accurately decode the 
receiving signal and select a transmission direction of 
the signal. 

[0087] In this embodiment, two antennas 51 0, 550 are 
used. However, if three or more antennas are used to 
precisely set up the beam direction, accuracy of the sig- 
nal transmission/reception can be remarkably im- 
proved. 

[0088] Although the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention has been descrtbed r it is understood 
that the present invention should not be limited to these 
preferred embodiment but various changes and modifi- 
cations can be made by one skilled in the art within the 
scope of the present invention as hereinafter claimed. 
[0089] The reader's attention is directed to all papers 
and documents which are filed concurrently with or pre- 
vious to this specification in connection with this appli- 
cation and which are open to public inspection with this 
specification, and the contents of all such papers and 
documents are incorporated herein by reference. 
[0090] All of the features disclosed in this specifica- 
tion (including any accompanying claims, abstract and 
drawings), and/or all of the steps of any method or proc- 
ess so disclosed, may be combined in any combination, 
except combinations where at least some of such fea- 
tures and/or steps are mutually exclusive. 
[0091] Each feature disclosed in this specification (in- 
cluding any accompanying claims, abstract and draw- 
ings), may be replaced by alternative features serving 
the same, equivalent or similar purpose, unless ex- 
pressly stated otherwise. Thus, unless expressly stated 
otherwise, each feature disclosed is one example only 
of a generic series of equivalent or similar features. 
[0092] The invention is not restricted to the details of 
the foregoing embodiment(s). The invention extend to 
any novel one, or any novel combination, of the features 



disclosed in this specification (including any accompa- 
nying claims, abstract and drawings), or to any novel 
one, or any novel combination, of the steps of any meth- 
od or process so disclosed. 



Claims 

1 . An OFDM receiving device for forming a beam with 
w uneven width according to a channel property, com- 
prising: 

a receiving signal generating unit (100) for de- 
coding and restoring OFDM signals from a plu- 
15 rality of antennas (51 0,550); 

a beam coefficient calculating unit (200) f orcal- 
culating channel property information inclusive 
of a signal to noise rate from the signal from the 
20 receiving signal generating unit (1 00), and<:al- 

culating a beam coefficient for antenna for 
forming a beam in a configuration optimizing re- 
ception sensitivity from the channel property in- 
formation; and 

a receiving beam processing unit (300) for out- 
putting the signals from the antennas to the re- 
ceiving signal generating unit, and controlling 
the corresponding antenna to form a beam in a 
configuration corresponding to the beam coef- 
ficient from the beam coefficient calculating 
— unit. . . 

The device according to claim 1 , wherein the receiv- 
ing signal generating unit (100) is coupleable to a 
host (10) for processing the decoded signals. 



25 



30 



35 



3. The device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the 
receiving signal generating unit (100) comprises: 

a high frequency amplifying unit (170) for high- 
frequency amplifying the signals outputted from 
the receiving beam processing unit and re- 
ceived through the antennas {51 0,550); 

alowfrequency amplifying unit (150) for detect- 
ing original signals from the high-frequency am- 
plified signals, and low-frequency amplifying 
the detected signals; 

an analog-digital converting unit (130) for con- 
verting the low-frequency amplified analog sig- 
nals into digital signals; and 



55 a receiving signal selecting unit (110) for select- 

ing a signal having high reception sensitivity to 
the original signals from the digital signals, and 
outputting the selected signal to the host. 



40 



45 
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4. The device according to claim 3, wherein the signal 
to noise rate is obtained by calculating an original 
signal to noise rate of the respective receiving sig- 
nals in regard to the low-frequency amplified signal 
from the low frequency amplifying unit (150). 

5. The device according to claim 3 or 4, wherein the 
channel property information comprises bit to error 
rates of the respective signals showing an error bit 
number of the whole bit number of the digital signals 
from the analog-digital converting unit (130). 

6. The device according to claim 3, 4 or 5, wherein the 
channel property information further comprises 
beam load information of the respective antennas 
(51 0,550) showing an amount of the received infor- 
mation of the beams formed on the antennas 
through the decoded signals of the receiving sig- 
nals. 

7. The device according to claim 3, 4, 5 or 6, wherein 
the channel property information further comprises 
receiving power values of the respective receiving 
signals calculated by measuring the power of the 
signals from the high frequency amplifying unit 
(1 70) through their amplitudes. 

8. The device according to claim 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7, wherein 
the beam coefficient calculating unit (200) compris- 
es: 

a receiving power measuring unit (210) for 
measuring a receiving power corresponding to 
amplitudes of the signals from the high frequen- 
cy amplifying unit (170); 

a beam load measuring unit (230) for measur- 
ing signal reception density according to recep- 
tion of the antennas through the decoded sig- 
nals of the receiving signals from the receiving 
signal generating unit (100); 

a receiving distortion calculating unit (250) for 
calculating a distortion noise rate from the sig- 
nals from the low frequency amplifying unit 
(150), and a distortion signal rate from the bit 
signals from the analog-digital converting unit 
(130); 

an optimal beam detecting unit (270) for detect- 
ing an optimal beam parameter for receiving 
the signal from the receiving power values, 
beam load information and receiving distortion 
values; and 

a receiving beam coefficient setup unit (290) for 
calculating a beam coefficient for forming the 
beam corresponding to the optimal beam pa- 



rameter on the antenna. 

9. The device according to c laim 8, wherein the receiv- 
ing distortion calculating unit (250) comprises: 

5 

a signal to noise rate calculating unit (253) for 
calculating a signal to noise rate accompanying 
the signal powerfrom the amplitudes of the low- 
frequency amplified signals from the low fre- 
10 quency amplifying unit; and 

a bit to error rate calculating unit (255) for de- 
tecting an error bit number from the whole bit 
number of the digital signals from the analog- 
15 digital converting unit, and calculating a bit to 

error rate for the whole bit number. 

10. The device according to claim 8 or 9, wherein the 
receiving beam coefficient setup unit (290) compris- 

20 es: 

a beam coefficient selecting unit {291) for cal- 
culating a beam coefficient corresponding to 
the optimal beam parameter from the optimal 
25 beam detecting unit (270) to form a beam cor- 

responding to the optimal beam parameter; and 

a coefficient switching unit (297) for switching 
the beam coefficient to the receiving beam 
30 processing unit according to a switching control 

signal. 

11. The device according to claim 10, wherein the re- 
ceiving beam coefficient setup unit (290) further 

35 comprises a lookup table (293) for storing beam co- 
efficient information for forming a width of the beam 
corresponding to the optimal beam parameter. 

12. The device according to claim 11, wherein the re- 
40 ceiving beam coefficient setup unit (290) further 

comprises a selected beam coefficient storing unit 
(295) for storing the beam coefficient selected by 
the beam coefficient selecting unit (291). 

45 13. An OFDM communication device for forming a 
beam with uneven width according to a channel 
property, comprising: 

a receiving signal generating unit (100) for de- 
50 coding and restoring OFDM signals from a plu- 

rality of antennas <51 0,550); 

a beam coefficient calculating unit (200) for cal- 
culating channel property information inclusive 
55 of a signal to noise rate from the sign at from the 

receiving signal generating unit, and calculat- 
ing a beam coefficient for antenna for forming 
a beam in a configuration optimizing reception 
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sensitivity from the channel property informa- 
tion; 

a receiving beam processing unit (300) for out- 
putting the signals from the antennas to the re- 5 
ceiving signal generating unit, and controlling 
the corresponding antenna to form a beam in a 
configuration corresponding to the beam coef- 
ficient from the beam coefficient calculating 
unit; 10 

a transmitting signal generating unit (600) for 
modulating a transmission-presumed signal in- 
to a transmitting signal; and 

15 

a transmission beam processing unit (700) for 
controlling the antenna according to the beam 
coefficient from the beam coefficient calculat- 
ing unit in order to transmit the transmitting sig- 
nal through the antenna. 20 

14. The device according to claim 13, further compris- 
ing: a beam coefficient control unit (400) for control- 
ling the beam coefficient from the beam coefficient 
calculating unit (200) to be outputted to the receiv- 25 
ing beam processing unit (300) or the transmitting 
beam processing unit (700), the receiving signal 
generating unit (100) and the transmitting signal 
generating unit (600) being coupleable to a host 
(20) for processing an external decoded signal or so 
transmitting the transmission-intended signal. 

1 5. The device according to claim 1 3 or 1 4, further com- 
prising a signal switching unit (500) for switching a 
signal to the receiving beam processing unit (300) 35 
according to a signal switching signal from the host 
(20) when the signal is inputted through the antenna 
(510,550), and for switching the transmission-in- 
tended signal to the antenna (510,550) according 

to the signal switching signal from the host (20) *o 
when the signal is outputted to the antenna. 

16. An OFDM communication method for forming a 
beam with uneven width according to a channel 
property, comprising the steps of: 

judging (S100) whether signals are received 
from each of a plurality of antenna (51 0,550); 

calculating (S300) channel property informa- so 
tion from the receiving signals, and calculating 
a beam coefficient corresponding to an anten- 
na beam configuration for improving communi- 
cation performance from the channel property 
information, when the signals are received from 55 
the antennas; and 

adjusting (S500) a beam formation azimuth of 



the antennas to form a beam corresponding to 
the calculated beam coefficient. 

17. The method according to claim 16, wherein the 
channel property comprises at least one of the sig- 
nal to noise rates, bit to error rates beam load infor- 
mation and receiving power values of the respective 
receiving signals. 

18. The method according to claim 17, wherein the 
beam coefficient calculating step (S300) comprises 
the steps of: 

measuring (S315) a receiving power from a 
high-frequency amplified signal of the receiving 
signal, calculating a signal to noise rate from a 
low-frequency amplified signal thereof, and cal- 
culating a bit to error rate accompanying the 
whole bit number of a digital signal; 

detecting (S370) an optimal beam parameter of 
the signal having the high receiving power, low 
signal to noise rate, and low bit to error rate 
from the calculated receiving power, signal to 
noise rate and bit to error rate; and 

calculating (S390) a beam coefficient corre- 
sponding to the optimal beam parameter. 
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